EXCAVATION7   AND   EXPLORATION

occupy a large area more than 2,000 feet long by 700 feet in width,
and consist of a series of about a dozen monasteries on the east
and south sides and a row of large stupas and chaitya temples on
the west side of a large open space. The main stupa No. 3 is the
largest on the site, which was enlarged to its present size by suc-
cessive additions. The temple No. 12, which must have been an
imposing structure, is probably identical with the large brick temple,
300 feet high, built by a Gupta king, which was so much admired
by Hsiian-tsang. Among the monasteries, monastery No. i shows
proof of having been deserted and reoccupied several times. The
earlier building on this site was, according to a copper-plate inscrip-
tion found in its entrance chamber, built for Balaputradeva of
Suvarnadvipa or Sumatra in the reign of Devapaladeva (ninth cen-
tury A.D.), king of the Pala dynasty of Bengal. All these monas-
teries were constructed on nearly the same plan and were com-
modious buildings, some of them two or more storeys high. Remov-
able antiquities were most abundant in monasteries Nos, i, 9 and 11
and chaitya temple No. 12. Most interesting among these were
stone and bronze images of the Buddha, the Bodhisattvas and Tara,
those in the latter material being in some cases set with rubies.
There were also hundreds of seals belonging to " The monastery of
the noble community of the monks of Nalanda" and numerous
others, including those of the king Devapaladeva and of Gupta
kings. A model bronze temple in the Bodh Gaya type and several
figures of Brahmanical gods and goddesses also deserve mention.

Other Buddhist sites have received attention. Here it is only
necessary to refer to the great monastery built round a cruciform
temple of considerable size, which has. been brought to light by
excavation at Paharpur in the Rajshahi district in Bengal. This is
one of the largest single monuments brought to light by excavation
anywhere in India and is only a little smaller in size than the great